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at the moment on duty, I happened to be alone with the marshal when we entered Saint-Polten. Passing in front of a nunnery we saw the abbess come out with a crozier in her hand, followed by all her nuns. The holy women., terrified, were coming to seek protection. The marshal reassured them, and, as the enemy were flying and our troops in the occupation of the town, he thought he might safely dismount. A scorching sun had followed the tempest of the previous night. The marshal had just covered three ]eagues at a gallop, and was very hot. The abbess invited him to •come and take some refreshment. He accepted; and behold us two in the convent surrounded by some fifty nuns ! In a moment the table was laid and a splendid luncheon served. I never saw such a profusion of syrups, preserves, sweetmeats of all sorts. We did them full justice, and the nuns filled our pockets with them, presenting several boxes to the marshal, who said that he would take them as a present from these ladies to his children. Alas ! he was never to see his dear children again.
That night the Emperor and the marshal slept at Saint-Polten; two days more brought us to Vienna, which we reached very early on May 10, The Emperor made his way =at once to the royal palace at Schonbrumi, thus being at the gates of the Austrian capital twenty-seven days after leaving Paris. We had thought that the Archduke Charles would have hastened his march on the left bank, and crossed the river by the bridge of Spitz, so as to reach Vienna before us; but he was several days behind, and only a feeble garrison defended the capital. The city proper of Vienna is very small, but is surrounded by immense suburbs, which are enclosed by a single wall too weak to stop an army. The Archduke Maximilian, who commanded in Vienna, abandoned the suburbs, therefore, and withdrew with all the •combatants behind the old fortifications of the town. If he had chosen to make use of the assistance offered by the €ourageous population, he might have held out for some time, but he did not do so, and on their arrival the French troops occupied the suburbs without striking a blow. Marshal